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COOPERATIVE ECONOMIC INSECT REPORT 


Highlights of Insect Conditions 


CABBAGE LEAF MINER (Phytomyza rufipes) has been recorded in Oregon. This 
species had not previously been known in the United States. (p. 1007). 


RED-HEADED PINE SAWFLY caused partial defoliation of pines in 3 Texas counties. 
A THRIPS (Gynaikothrips sp.) is seriously damaging Ficus nitida trees in 
San Diego, California. (p. 1008). 


IMPORTED FIRE ANT believed to be infesting several thousand acres in Seminole 
County, Florida. (p. 1010). Seminole County was first found infested several 
years ago. See CEIR 9(46) :999. 

INSECT DETECTION: New state records are European corn borer in Texas (p. 1005) 
and navel orangewerm in Utah (p. 1006). Sogata orizicola recorded for first 

time in St. Martin Parish, Louisiana; making total of 14 parishes now found 
infested in the State. (p. 1005). Pumpkin caterpillar (Diaphania indica)recorded 
for first time in the United States. (p. 1012). 

CORRECTIONS (p. 1010). 

Status of pumpkin caterpillar (Diaphania indica) in Florida. (p. 1012). 


INSECTS not known to occur in the United States. (p. 1013). 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending November 13, unless otherwise 
indicated. 
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WEATHER BUREAU 30-DAY OUTLOOK 


MID-NOVEMBER TO MID-DECEMBER 1959 


The Weather Bureau's 30-day outlook for the period mid-November to mid-December 
calls for temperatures to average below seasonal normals over the entire area 
between the Appalachians and the Continental Divide, as well as in the Pacific 
Northwest. Coldest weather is indicated for the Central and Northern Plains. 
Above normal temperatures are anticipated in the Far Southwest and also the 
Atlantic coastal strip. In unspecified areas near normal is predicted. 
Precipitation is expected to exceed normal over the eastern third of the 
Nation, the Northern Plains, and the far Southwest including the central and 
southern west coast. All other areas of the country are expected to record 
near normal amounts except for subnormal over the Pacific Northwest. The 
above prediction indicates continued wintry conditions over much of the 
Nation, with only transitory periods of warmth. 


Weather forecast given here is based on the official 30-day "Resume and Outlook," 
published twice a month by the Weather Bureau. You can Subscribe through Super- 
intendent of Documents, Washington 25, D. C. Price $4.80 a year, $2.40 a half 
year. 


WEATHER OF THE WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 16 


The major features of this week's weather were two severe cold waves, with local 
blizzard conditions, which brought midwinter conditions to the central section 

of the Nation. Arctic air swept southward over the northern Rocky Mountains, the 
northern Great Plains, and the upper Mississippi Valley Wednesday and Thursday on 
strong, gusty winds, bringing record-breaking low temperatures for so early in the 
season and moderate to heavy snow. Temperatures on Friday reached -42° at Butte 
and -40° at Drummond in western Montana. As the cold air pushed rapidly to Texas 
by early Saturday, temperatures over the Great Plains States dropped as much as 
55° to 60° within 24 hours, freezing levels extended to south Texas and northern 
Louisiana, and zero readings to northwestern Kansas, Iowa and Minnesota. Temper- 
atures moderated rapidly in the northern Rocky Mountains on Saturday, but a 
second severe cold wave moved southward and eastward from Montana and Wyoming to 
Texas and the Appalachians on Sunday and Monday. Temperatures in this second 
mass of frigid air again brought new record-low temperatures for so early in the 
season to many stations in the Great Lakes, Mississippi Valley and Great Plains 
States on Monday and Tuesday mornings, breaking some records for early season 
cold established in the 1880's. Helena, Montana, recorded -39° on Monday 
morning. Below-zero readings extended from Montana and Wisconsin southward to 
Nebraska, Iowa and northern Illinois, and minima below 20° reached to southwest 
Texas, Arkansas, Tennessee and Ohio on Tuesday morning. 


Precipitation occurring as snow, sleet, freezing rain, rain and drizzle ranged 
from moderate to heavy in the northern Rocky Mountains and generally light over 
the Great Plains to locally heavy in the Mississippi and Ohio Valleys. Snowfall 
during the week totaled well over 20 inches locally in southwestern Montana, 

3 to 6 inches in the Dakotas and northern Illinois, 2 to 4 inches in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin, 8 to 10 inches in parts of Iowa and Nebraska, and 4 to 8 inches 

in Michigan and northern Indiana. Rain in the lower Mississippi and Ohio Valleys 
totaled generally 1/2 to 1 inch, with local areas receiving greater amounts. 

Part of the cold air spilled over the mountains into the Pacific Northwest and 
the northern Great Basin, bringing generally cold and clear weather to these 
areas. In the Far Southwest fair, warm weather continued in California and 
southern Nevada throughout the week, while some scattered showers dotted south- 
eastern Arizona. Virtually no precipitation has occurred over the Nevada-Utah 
area Since October 1. In the eastern Gulf States and the Atlantic coastal region, 
temperatures averaged near normal, with cool readings at the beginning of the week 
and moderating to unSseasonably warm levels, including 60° to 70° readings as far 
north as New England, late in the week. Rainfall in these areas was generally 
light, with only a few locally heavy totals being reported from southeastern 
Florida and New England. (Summary supplied by U. 8. Weather Bureau). 


= 1005 — 


CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS 


CORN LEAF APHID (Rhopalosiphum maidis) - OKLAHOMA - Counts averaged 1.3 per 
linear foot of row in 5 of 6 fields of small grain checked in Marshall, Love and 
Jefferson Counties. (Vinson). None noted in 11 wheat fields checked in Kiowa, 
Washita and Caddo Counties. (Hudson). None noted in a wheat field surveyed in 
Hennessey area. (Qwens). 


APPLE GRAIN APHID (Rhopalosiphum fitchii) - OKLAHOMA - Counts averaged 0.3 and 
0.6 per linear foot in 2 fields of small grain in Marshall County. None noted 
in 4 other fields in Love and Jefferson Counties. (Vinson). None noted in 11 
wheat fields checked in Kiowa, Washita and Caddo Counties (Hudson) nor ina 
wheat field in Hennessey area (Owens). 


GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) - TEXAS - Spotted infestations in oats in Harris 
County. (Texas Coop. Rpt.). OKLAHOMA - Counts ranged 0.1-8 per linear foot 
(averaged 2.25) in 4 of 6 fields of small grain checked in Marshall, Love and 
Jefferson Counties. Populations increased slightly over last week in this area. 
(Vinson). None noted in 11 wheat fields surveyed in Kiowa, Washita and Caddo 
Counties. (Hudson). Counts averaged 3 per linear foot in a wheat field in 
Hennessey area. This is the first infestation noted in this area this fall. 
(Owens). 


A PLANTHOPPER (Sogata orizicola) - LOUISIANA - This vector of hoja blanca 
disease of rice found in St. Martin Parish. This brings to 14 the number of 
parishes found infested. (Spink). 


EUROPEAN CORN BORER (Pyrausta nubilalis) - TEXAS - One larva taken from field 
of late corn at Texarkana, Bowie County. Det. H. W.Capps. This is the first 
record in the State. (Hawkins). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis zea) - DELAWARE - Larvae present in New Castle County, 
fairly common in Kent County and common in Sussex County, with average of 4 per 
10 sweeps on alfalfa. (Mason). 


SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER (Zeadiatraea grandiosella) - TEXAS - Surveys were 
conducted in 17 early corn fields in-San Augustine, Shelby, Panola, Harrison, 
Cass and Bowie Counties, with no overwintering specimens being found. One late 
field in Bowie County was 85 percent infested. (Hawkins). OKLAHOMA - Counts 
averaged 25 percent infestation in corn field in Love County. (Vinson). 


SUGARCANE BORER (Diatraea Ssaccharalis) - TEXAS - In old grain sorghum plants, 
counts range 3-10 per plant in Brazos River bottoms. (Randolph). 


GRASSHOPPERS - IDAHO - Gravid females of Camnula pellucida, Melanoplus 
femur-rubrum and M. bivittatus found as late as October 29 in Latah County. 
Egg deposition was still occurring at that time. Carabid larvae were numerous 
wherever grasshopper eggs were found and occasional bombyliid larvae were also 
present. (Evans, Smith, Bishop). OKLAHOMA - Grasshopper counts very light in 
wheat field in Caddo County, light in alfalfa field in Washita County and none 
found in 10 other wheat fields in Caddo, Washita and Kiowa Counties. (Hudson). 
lasso 15 per square yard along margin of wheat field in Hennessey area. 
Owens). 


SCALE INSECTS - ARIZONA - Odonaspis ruthae, Antonina graminis and Margarodes sp. 
found infesting Bermuda grass during recent surveys. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). 


THREE-CORNERED ALFALFA HOPPER (Spissistilus festinus) - ARIZONA - Counts averaged 
48 per 100 sweeps in 10 Yuma County alfalfa fields. Infestations low in other 
areas of the State. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). TEXAS - Averaged 1 per 5 sweeps in young 
alfalfa in Bowie County. (Hawkins). OKLAHOMA - Counts ranged 0.8-2 per sweep in 
an alfalfa field checked in Washita County. (Hudson). ; 
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LYGUS BUGS (Lygus spp.) - ARIZONA - Infestations increased in central area 
alfalfa. In Yuma County, counts averaged 8 per 100 sweeps in 10 fields sampled. 
(Ariz Coop.) SUL). 


LEAFHOPPERS - ARIZONA - Average number per 100 sweeps in 10 Yuma County alfalfa 
fields was as follows: Empoasca spp. - 34; Aceratagallia curvata - 17. (Ariz. 
COIN, SWF, )) 


SPOTTED CUCUMBER BEETLE (Diabrotica undecimpunctata howardi) - DELAWARE - 
Adults remain present on legumes throughout the State, with average of 3 per 
10 sweeps in alfalfa field in New Castle County and 5 per 10 sweeps in alfalfa 
field in Sussex County. (Mason). 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - DELAWARE - Remains present on alfalfa throughout 
the State. (Mason). 


SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID (Therioaphis maculata) - ARIZONA - Infestations in central 
and southeastern area alfalfa are low to medium, with heaviest fields averaging 
about 5 aphids per trifoliate leaf. Number of diseased aphids is greatly 
reduced. (Ariz. Coop. Sur.). TEXAS - Averaged 2 per sweep in young alfalfa in 
Bowie County. (Hawkins). OKLAHOMA - Counts averaged 0.25 per sweep in alfalfa 
field in Marshall County (Vinson) and ranged 2.5-7 per sweep in alfalfa field 
in Washita County (Hudson). 


VELVETBEAN CATERPILLAR (Anticarsia gemmatalis) - ALABAMA - Activity of this 
species, Laphygma frugiperda and cutworms greatly reduced. Few adults still 
being attracted to lights in Auburn area. (Grimes, Nov. 6). 


FRUIT INSECTS 


APPLE MAGGOT (Rhagoletis pomonella) - MARYLAND - Infesting apples in home 
plantings at Adelphi, Prince Georges County. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 


OLIVE SCALE (Parlatoria oleae) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy populations on olive trees 
in Cucamonga, San Bernardino County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


PEAR LEAF BLISTER MITE (Eriophyes pyri) - UTAH - Fall spraying occurred in a 
number of pear orchards in Utah County. (Knowlton). 


NAVEL ORANGEWORM (Paramyelois transitella) - UTAH - Infesting recently-harvested 
almonds at La Verkin, Washington County, during September. Det. H. W. Capps. 
(Davis, Knowlton). According to ARS records, this is a new State record. (PPC). 


TWIG GIRDLER (Oncideres cingulata) - ALABAMA - Caused light damage to pecan and 
hickory twigs in southern Mobile County. (Seibels, Nov. 6) 


BLACK-MARGINED APHID (Monellia costalis) - CALIFORNIA - Decreasing on pecan trees 
in Johnstown, San Diego County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


WALNUT HUSK FLY (Rhagoletis completa) - OREGON - The detection program for 1959 
has been completed. The Frick trap was used extensively for the first time and 
proved considerably more satisfactory than the standard sticky board trap. A 
total of 62 traps was placed in walnut orchards from Medford to Portland for 
the duration of the season, with negative results. (Larson, Nov. 6). 
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TRUCK CROP INSECTS 


TOMATO PINWORM (Keiferia lycopersicella) - CALIFORNIA - Infestations were heavy 
in late tomatoes in the San Juan Capistrano area of Orange County. (R. Campbell). 


BEET ARMYWORM (Laphygma exigua) - CALIFORNIA - Present in many cabbage fields in 
Orange County. (R. Campbell). 


CABBAGE LOOPER (Trichoplusia ni) - CALIFORNIA - Eggs and young larvae common in 
cabbage and turnip fields of southern parts of the State. (R. Campbell). 


GREEN PEACH APHID (Myzus persicae) - DELAWARE - Common in one field of turnips 
in southern New Castle County and appears to be building up. Present on spinach 
and turnips in Sussex County. (Mason). 


CABBAGE LEAF MINER (Phytomyza rufipes) - OREGON - Owing to lack of sufficient 
information at the time of preparation, this species was reported in CEIR 9(40): 
909, as an insect not known to occur in the United States. In a recent paper, 
"Synopsis of the species of agromyzid leaf miners described in North America 
(Diptera)'", by Kenneth E. Frick, 1959, U. S. Nat. Mus. Proc. 108 (3407): 435-436, 
P. rufipes is recorded at Vernonia, which is in the mountainous region of central 
Oregon. Since this additional information has been brought to attention, this 
Species should not be considered as an insect not known to occur in the United 
Sitates CPP) an 


A LEAF MINER (Liriomyza munda) - CALIFORNIA - Damaged lima bean foliage in the 
Irvine area of Orange County. (R. Campbell). 


LEAFHOPPERS - MARYLAND - Principally Aceratagallia sanguinolenta, abundant on 
strawberry plantings and border strips of lespedeza and grass at Fairland, 
Montgomery County, November 5. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 


STRAWBERRY APHID (Pentatrichopus fragaefolii) - OREGON - Remains prevalent in 
strawberry fields in WaShington and Multnomah Counties. No winged forms observed. 
(Every). 


CYCLAMEN MITE (Steneotarsonemus pallidus) - OREGON - Survey for 1959 revealed 
14 fields infested out of 40 surveyed in Clackamas, Washington, Polk, Yamhill, 
Marion and Columbia Counties. Seven infestations are new this year; however, 
3 fields of light infestation in 1958 were negative in 1959. All of the 1958 
infested fields were resurveyed in 1959; 7 of these fields had been ploughed 
out. (Larson). 


GRAY GARDEN SLUG (Deroceras reticulatum) - OREGON - Abundant in strawberry 
fields in Washington and Multnomah Counties, week of November 9-13. (Every). 


FOREST, ORNAMENTAL AND SHADE TREE INSECTS 


A PINE MOTH (Rhyacionia frustrana bushnelli) - MONTANA - Again damaged ponderosa 
pines during September and October in Whitcomb Draw, Sioux district of Custer 
National Forest. About 1,500 acres are infested. (A. Tunnock, Jr.). 


PINE WEBWORM (Tetralopha robustella) - ALABAMA - Scattered infestations present 
on under-plantings of loblolly pine in areas of Lamar, Marion, Pickens, Fayette 
and Tuscaloosa Counties. (Cantelou, Nov. 6). 


BARK BEETLES (Dendroctonus spp.) - ALABAMA - D. frontalis activity increased 
slightly in selectively cut areas of loblolly pine in Colbert County. (Mitchell, 
Nov. 6). TEXAS - Epidemic of D. frontalis maintained about same proportions as 
in September; 14 spots of brood trees remained uncontrolled, with 4 of these 
containing 100-300 brood trees. (Gaines). CALIFORNIA - D. brevicomis and Ips spp. 
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causing heavy damage to ponderosa pines in Westfall Ranger district, Madera 
County. Top kill and complete kill in groups of 6-12 in a 4,000-acre stand of 
current infestation; increasing to epidemic. (L. M. Whitfield, C. B. Eaton). 

D. monticolae causing severe damage to sugar pines in the Mariposa district 

in groups of 3-5, with 1-5 trees killed per acre in a 12,000-acre stand. 
Salvage logging underway; area scheduled for 1959-1960 logging. (B. E. Minter). 


IPS BEETLES (Ips. spp.) - ALABAMA - A heavy infestation is present in loblolly 
and short leaf pines in Marshall County. (Ramage, Nov. 6). 


RED-HEADED PINE SAWFLY (Neodiprion lecontei) - TEXAS - Caused partial defolia- 
tion of pine reproduction in Cherokee, Polk and Trinity Counties. (Gaines). 


ELM LEAF BEETLE (Galerucella xanthomelaena) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy on elm trees 
in Alameda, Alameda County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.) 


OBSCURE SCALE (Chrysomphalus obscurus) - NORTH CAROLINA - Attacking white oak 
in Wake County. Det. H. Morrison. (Harris). 


CALIFORNIA RED SCALE (Aonidiella aurantii) - CALIFORNIA - Medium on eucalyptus 
trees in Los Posas Valley, Ventura County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


A MEALYBUG (Amonostherium lichtensioides) - CALIFORNIA - Medium infestation on 
sage in the Alturas area, Modoc County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


A SPITTLEBUG (Clastoptera arizonana)~- CALIFORNIA - Medium on Acacia sp. in 
Anaheim, Orange County. First occurred in San Diego County in 1957. Spread 
during 1959 to Los Angeles, Orange and San Bernardino Counties and is causing 
conSiderable damage to acacia and paloverde trees. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


A THRIPS (Gynaikothrips sp.) - CALIFORNIA - Continued heavy populations seriously 
damaging Ficus nitida trees in San Diego, San Diego County. Tests to determine 
potential relationship of this species on citrus are being conducted by confining 
numbers of living specimens in muslin sleeves on citrus terminals. (Cal. Coop. 
Rpt.). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


MOSQUITOES - CALIFORNIA - Generally populations have gone into hibernation. 
There was a heavy emergence of males in the Sacramento area during the past 
week. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


SCREW-WORM (Callitroga hominivorax) - LOUISIANA - An infestation of a calf 
reported from Franklin Parish. This is first authenticated infestation from 
the parish in 1959. (Spink). 


CATTLE GRUBS (H — Spp.) - OKLAHOMA - H. lineatum larvae averaged 1.5 per 


cow, one per bu -1 per calf in a herd of I60 cattle checked in the Marietta 
area, Love County; Nusoredinateie 10 percent of the calves and 50 percent of the 
cows were infested. (Vinson). Counts averaged 4 per animal on 30 head of 600- 


800 pound beef animals in Tillman County (Hatfield); less than one per animal on 
80 yearling steers in Canadian County and approximately one per animal on 60 
yearling bulls; largest number found was 5 (Howell). WYOMING - Spraying for 
control nearing completion in the State. (Davison). 


HORN FLY (Siphona irritans) - OKLAHOMA - None noted on 35 cattle checked in 
Le Flore County after a freeze. (Goin). Averaged 25 per cow and 50 per bull 
on 160 cattle checked in Love County. (Vinson). 
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A FACE FLY (Musca autumnalis) - WISCONSIN - Additional collections of flies in 
barns were negative for this species. (Wis. Coop. Sur., Nov. 9). 


CATTLE LICE - UTAH - In Wasatch County, 1,000 head of cattle have been recently 
treated, and additional treatments are contemplated. (Knowlton, Nov. 6). 


HOG LOUSE (Haematopinus suis) - MARYLAND - Light to medium infestation noted on 
hogs at Denton, Caroline County. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 


A REDUVIID (Rasahus thoracicus) - CALIFORNIA - Biting people in Patterson, 
Stanislaus County. The species has been more prevalent in the Sacramento- 
San Joaquin Valleys this season than in the past few years. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


WINTER TICK (Dermacentor albipictus) - OKLAHOMA - Counts averaged 40 per animal 
on 35 cows checked in Le Flore County. (Goin). 


STORED-PRODUCT INSECTS 


ANGOUMOIS GRAIN MOTH (Sitotroga cerealella) - TEXAS - Heavy infestation of 
larvae and adults in stored grain sorghum in College Station area, Brazos 
County. (Garner). 


FLAT GRAIN BEETLE (Cryptolestes pusillus) - OREGON - Found seriously infesting 
grain establishment at Dufur, Wasco County, week of November 9. (Foster). See 
CEIR 9(40):905 for reference to change of name. (PPC). 


BENEFICIAL INSECTS 


HONEY BEE (Apis mellifera) - WISCONSIN - During the 1959 season, 838 out of 
32,655 colonies inspected were found infected with American foulbrood and 
destroyed. Colonies of bees which early in the season found conditions favorable 
for brood rearing, produced a large honey crop, and appear to be going into the 
winter in satisfactory condition. (Wis. Coop. Sur., Nov. 9). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS 


MELONWORM (Diaphania hyalinata) - CALIFORNIA - A single specimen taken in a light 
trap in Winterhaven, Imperial County. This is the third moth taken in light 
traps...(Caly Coop. Rpt.) . 


OLD-HOUSE BORER (Hylotrupes bajulus) - MARYLAND - Larvae infesting pine wood in 
a home at Adelphi, Prince Georges County, November 2. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 


BOXELDER BUG (Leptocoris trivittatus) - MARYLAND - Causing a nuisance around 
homes at localities in Anne Arundel, Baltimore and Montgomery Counties. (U. Md., 
Ent. Dept.). OREGON - Observed in homes and other buildings around Salen, 
Marion and Polk Counties, seeking overwintering quarters, week of November 2-6. 
(Eppley). 


BROWN-BANDED ROACH (Supella supellectilium) - SOUTH DAKOTA - Infesting a home 
in Mitchell, Davison County. (Spawn). 


GERMAN COCKROACH (Blattella germanica) - ALABAMA - Heavy infestations in many 
homes and stores in Butler, Clarke, Conecuh, Escambia, Monroe and Wilcox Counties. 
(Lemons, Nov. 6). MARYLAND - Infesting a home at Berwyn Heights, Prince Georges 
County. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 
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AN EARWIG - LOUISIANA - Reports of infestation of homes by an undetermined 
species are being received from widely scattered areas of the State. (Spink) 


IMPORTED FIRE ANT (Solenopsis saevissima richteri) - FLORIDA - Infestations 
were discovered in Sanlando Springs, Seminole County, the latter part of 
October. Delimiting had not been completed by close of report period, but it 
is thought final survey may involve several thousand acres of infested proper- 
ties. Rather sizeable extensions were found in Hillsborough, Jackson and 
Calhoun Counties and minor extensions of infestation in Bay, Manatee and 
Washington Counties during October. During the period, 61 collections were 
processed and 51 contained positive specimens. (Fla. Coop. Sur.). OKLAHOMA - 
Investigation of suspected hill in Tillman County proved negative. 

(Hatfield). 


PAVEMENT ANT (Tetramorium caespitum) - MARYLAND - Troublesome around homes at 
localities in Queen Annes and Montgomery Counties, October 30 and November 3. 
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BLACK WIDOW SPIDER (Latrodectus mactans) - SOUTH DAKOTA - Specimen found in a 
home by the owner in Mobridge, Walworth County. (Spawn). 


MILLIPEDES - MARYLAND - Troublesome in a home at Silver Spring, Montgomery 
County, October 28. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). LOUISIANA - Continue to be a nuisance 


in Baton Rouge homes. (Spink). OKLAHOMA - Causing concern to property owners 
and pest control operators in Oklahoma City. (Bower). 


CORRECTIONS 
CEIR 9(18):332 - A PEEL MINER (Mamara sp.) should read A GRACILARIID (Marmara sp.). 


CEIR 9(45):982 - A CURCULINOID (Rhyssomatus palmacollis) should read (Rhyssomatus 
palmicollis). 


CEIR 9(46):997 - LARCH SAWFLY (Pristophora erichsonii) should read (Pristiphora 
erichsonii). 


CEIR 9(46):997 - PAINTED MAPLE APHID (Drepanaphis acerifolii) should read 
(Drepanaphis acericoliae). 


LIGHT TRAP COLLECTIONS 


ARIZONA 
Mesa 11/2-8 


ARKANSAS 
Morrilton 10/29-11/11 
Kelso 10/22-11/4 


FLORIDA 
Gainesville 11/11 


LOUISIANA 
Baton Rouge 11/6-12 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston 11/2-15 
Clemson 11/7-13 


TENNESSEE (Counties) 
Monroe 11/3-9 
Madison 11/3-9 
Maury 11/3-9 
Robertson 11/3-9 
Cumberland 11/3-9 
Greene 11/3-9 
Blount 11/3-9 
Johnson 11/3-9 
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unip. 
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Pumpkin Caterpillar in Florida; First Report for Western Hemisphere 


Adults of the pumpkin caterpillar (Diaphania. indica (Saunders)) have been 
collected in light traps by C. P. Kimball in the following Florida locations: 
Bradenton, Manatee County, 1955; Siesta Key, Sarasota County, 1957; Homestead, 
Dade County, 1958. They were determined by E. G. Monroe in June 1959. This 
species has not previously been reported in the United States. (Fla. State Plant 
Board, September 1959). H. W. Capps, USDA, confirmed the determination, 
November 1959. Following the report of the Florida record, Mr. Capps examined 
undetermined Specimens in the genus in the U. S. National Museum collection and 
found that the insect had been in the Western Hemisphere for some years, although 
apparently it had not been recognized and reported in the literature. Specimens 
were found in the collection from South America and the West Indies. 


As far as known, no unusual amount of damage of the type the pest causes has been 
reported from these areas or from Florida. Its feeding may have been masked, 
however, by the activities of the closely related melonworm (D. hyalinata) and 
pickleworm (D. nitidalis) , well-known pests of similar habits. 


In the Old World, D. indica is recorded as a pest wherever it occurs, especially 
in the Indian Region, where it is considered one of the outstanding pests of 
cucurbitaceous plantings. Entire crops of cucumbers have been lost from its 
depredation in New South Wales, Australia. The larvae damage the foliage early 
in the season then attack the young fruit when it appears. 


This pest is widespread in parts of Africa, Asia, Australia and the Indian and 
Pacific Ocean Islands. Cultivated cucurbits are preferred hosts but feeding has 
also been reported on such crops as beets, cotton, soybeans and eggplant. 


The pumpkin caterpillar was included in "Insects Not Known to Occur in the 
United States", CEIR 8(39) :9-26-58. This compilation carries a useful account 
of the insect, especially its life history, habits and description. (PPC). 


Adult Larva and Pupa 


Figures (except map): from Patel, R. C. and Kulkarny, H. L. 1956. Bombay Nat. 


Hist. Soc. Jour. 54(1):118-127. 
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INSECTS NOT KNOWN TO OCCUR IN THE UNITED STATES 
RED-TAIL MOTH (Dasychira pudibunda (L.))* 


Economic Importance: This general defoliator is one of the most widespread pests 
in deciduous forests of the U.S.S.R. Severe outbreaks have been recorded in that 
country and in Germany and Sweden. Beech is a preferred host and reports of 
damage are generally associated with beech-forest areas. Many hosts are attacked, 
however, including deciduous fruits, hops and roses. Since the species feeds 
rather late in the season, defoliation of forest trees in any one year is not too 
serious, but repeated outbreaks may lead to severe damage. Cases of severe 
urtication in humans and cattle have been reported in outbreak areas. 


Distribution: British Isles, through Europe and most of Asia. 


Hosts: General feeder on many plants, especially deciduous forest trees and 
shrubs. 


General Distribution of Dasychira pudibunda 


Life History and Habits: Moths emerge at the time leaf buds begin to open. The 
females deposit eggs in clusters on host trees, chiefly in sheltered locations. 
Each egg mass contains about 115 eggs. Larvae appear in July and begin feeding. 
The young larvae are very active and Spin threads by which they are blown from 
tree to tree. Older larvae migrate from host to host. There are five larval 
instars in a period of about 45 days. Pupation occurs in the fall in cocoons 


eae between fallen leaves or under debris. The winter is passed in the pupal 
stage. 


ee ee ge eee ee 
*Also called hopdog and pale tussock moth 


(Lymantriidae, Lepidoptera) No. 101 of Series 
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Description: ADULT - Wing expanse 38-60 mm., female larger than male. Forewings 
whitish-gray, with two dark cross lines and dark-flecked fringe. Hindwings 
dirty-gray with washed-out bar. Body reddish-white or grayish in front, white 
behind. LARVA - 40-45 mm. long, greenish-yellow with black cross bars, yellow 
brushes on fourth to seventh segments, eighth segment with a red hair-pencil. 
This latter character distinguishes this species from related lepidopterous 
larvae and permits ready identification under field conditions. PUPA - Brownish, 
abdomen reddish-brown, clothed with yellow hairs, in silken cocoon. (Prepared in 
Survey and Detection Operations in cooperation with other ARS agencies). 

CEIR 9(47) :11-20-59. 
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Figures of Dasychira pudibunda: Adults, Larva, Egg, Pupa, Cocoon 


Figures (except map): from South, R. 1907. The Moths of the British Isles. 
343 pp., London. 
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